
Rep. Ryan (R-WI) Wants to Eliminate Your Retirement Security   

CALIFORNIA SAYS NO! 
 

 
On March 21, 2012, Congressman Paul Ryan (R-WI) released his GOP budget proposal (he calls it 
his “Path to Prosperity”) for 2012 that would make deep, lasting cuts to many domestic programs, 
including Medicare, Medicaid, nutrition and housing programs.  This proposal passed the House and 
is headed to the Senate, where we must defeat it. Ryan is in San Francisco today, May 24th to raise 
money for his proposal and for the Republicans. 

Ryan Plans to Cut Medicare As We Know It 
Most alarming are the proposals to end Medicare as we know it by replacing Medicare’s guaranteed 
benefits with a “voucher” that beneficiaries would use towards the cost of private insurance or 
traditional Medicare. The voucher would be based on the second cheapest plan in the area. The 
voucher is unlikely to cover premium costs, out of pocket costs and the Congressional Budget Office 
estimates that beneficiaries would pay more than $1200 a year in by 2030 and $5900 by 2050 under 
this proposal. His plan also proposes to raise the eligibility age to receive Medicare to 67. 

Ryan’s Plan to Gut Medicaid 
Ryans’ plan proposes to block grant Medicaid (MediCAL) shifting costs onto already cash-strapped 
states by forcing them to provide funding or cut Medicaid benefits as costs increase.  This would be 
especially devastating to older Americans and their families, as Medicaid is currently the provider of 
long term care coverage for seniors. 

Ryan’s Plan to Privatize and Cut Social Security 
Under the Ryan Roadmap, Americans aged 55 and younger would be “allowed” to invest 1/3 of their 
Social Security contribution into a private account – a first step toward privatizing the entire program.  
He wants to tie future Social Security benefits to growth in prices, rather than the defined benefit it 
has been.  And he is opposed to the best solution to secure Social Security for the future – by lifting 
the current cap on taxable income (right now, any income over $110,000 per year is not taxed) which 
would make Social Security solvent for the rest of the century. 

 
WHAT YOU CAN DO TO PROTECT SOCIAL SECURITY, MEDICARE AND 

MEDICAID FOR GENERATIONS 

Call the President (202-456-1414). Also call Senators Feinstein and Boxer, and your Congressperson 
using the Capital Switchboard, 877-762-8762.(You have to make a separate call for each legislator).   
 
DEMAND: VOTE NO ON THE RYAN BUDGET.  No cuts to Social Security, Medicare or Medi-Cal. 
Good paying jobs for America’s workers. Stop spending billions on wars and corporate bailouts.  
Support Main Street – Not Wall Street! 
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