
EMERGENCY DEMONSTRATION 
Tuesday, Sept 30th - 5PM 
San Francisco,  Market & Montgomery 
Hands Off President Aristide And The Lavalas Movement! 
 
On Saturday morning, masked Haitian police surrounded former president Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide’s house, as Haitian radio stations broadcast news that he would be immediately 
arrested. Hundreds of people rallied in front of the house, vowing to stay there to prevent 
his arrest.   
 
This is the Haitian government’s response to the Lavalas movement’s call for 
demonstrations on Tuesday to mark the anniversary of the September 30th, 1991 coup 
against President Aristide. It is part of a pattern of intimidation that harkens back to the 
days of the Duvalier dictatorship. 
 
On September 12th, at 1 a.m., the Haitian government removed the security detail that has 
been guarding former president Aristide and his family since his return to Haiti in 2011.  
 
This came a day after a judge ordered president Aristide, Haiti’s first democratically elected 
president, to be placed under “house arrest.”   Under current Haitian law, “house arrest” 
does not exist, but it was used frequently as a form of repression by the Duvalier regime.  
 
We view this with the gravest concern and consider these developments a direct threat to 
president Aristide and his family.   
 
Please call the U.S. State Department’s Haiti Desk.  
 
The United States has been a key supporter of the Haitian government of Michel Martelly.  
Let the US know -- given their influence on the Martelly government – that we hold them 
accountable for the safety and welfare of president Aristide and his family, and that we 
demand an end to this harassment and repression against president Aristide and the 
Lavalas Movement.   
 
 Please Call:  
 
 Haiti Special Coordinator Thomas ADAMS  
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
202 647-9510 
 
AND  
 
Pamela White, Ambassador of the United States in Haiti  
Embassy of the United States  
Tabarre, Haiti  
Tel: 011-509-2229-8000 
Fax 011 509 2-229-8028 


