HOW TO
SAVE CCSF
Frequently Asked Questions
Why is CCSF under threat?
CCSF is widely acknowledged to be one of the best
community colleges in the country. The current "crisis" is
largely the artificial creation of the accreditation
commission (ACCJC), which itself acknowledged that
the education and student success rate at CCSF is
excellent. While funding has been cut by $50 million
dollars over the past five years, CCSF has prioritized
keeping classes open and preventing major layoffs. Now
the ACCJC says that in order to receive accreditation
CCSF must cut classes, programs, and wages, narrow
the Mission Statement, end democratic decision-making
(i.e. "shared governance"), lay off department chairs,
hire more administrators, and put more money into the
reserve. If accepted, these proposals would drastically
undercut the quality and accessibility of our community
college. This is an attack on tens of thousands of Bay
Area residents, particularly from communities of color.

What is the ACCJC?
The ACCJC accreditation commission is an
unaccountable privately-controlled and privatelyfinanced body. Its funding comes from large foundations
seeking to privatize and downsize public education for
the benefit of private education providers. Its parent
organization (WASC) recently received $1 million from
the Lumina Foundation and $1.5 million from the Gates
Foundation for this purpose. Far from being neutral,
accreditation has been transformed into an
undemocratic instrument to blackmail schools into
accepting austerity. From 2003 to 2008, the ACCJC
sanctioned 37 percent of California’s community
colleges; in the same period, other community college
accrediting bodies across the country sanctioned only
zero to six percent. Now 25% of California Community
Colleges are under sanction. This is unacceptable.

Isn't there a real budget crisis?
Yes and no. It's true that there's been a statewide budget
crisis in the past years, due to the fact that the rich and
corporations do not pay enough in taxes and because so
much of the budget goes to prisons. But in the Fall, SF
voters passed Proposition A to bring $16 million dollars
each year to fund classes and programs at CCSF. They
also passed Prop 30 statewide, which will bring in $376
million to the community college system. But now the new
CCSF Chancellor and Special Trustee (who is paid $1000
dollars a day) are refusing to use the Prop A funds for
funding classes and programs! This is illegal and immoral.
In the short term, the budget issue can be resolved by
using Prop A and Prop 30 funds to go directly to education
as the voters intended. Any additional budget gap needs
to be filled by the intervention of SF City Hall, for example
by offering the school a no interest "bridge loan." The only
long term solution for education is to raise more revenue
by making the rich pay.

Doesn’t CCSF need accreditation?
Yes, but it's not true that the only way to stay accredited is
to blindly accept all of the ACCJC's impositions. It is
possible to pass accreditation and prevent any cuts to
CCSF. This can be done by building a mass movement of
students, faculty, staff, and community members to
demand that the Prop A funds be used for education and
to call on City Hall to intervene to save our school. In the
process we can expose ACCJC's hidden agenda. It is the
accreditation process -- not CCSF -- that needs to be
overhauled. Accreditation should not be in private hands: it
must become public, democratic, and transparent.

What can we do?
Major actions are being planned for the coming weeks and
months. Get involved.
Receive updates:
text "follow saveccsfnow" to 40404
Contact us:
saveccsfpetition@gmail.com
facebook.com/saveccsf
saveccsf.org

