April 5, 2007
The Honorable Leland Yee

California Senate 

State Capitol, Room 4048

Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: SB 464 (Kuehl) - SUPPORT 

Dear Senator Yee: 

I am writing as a member of the Senior Action Network (SAN), which has 30,000 members in San Francisco, to request your support for SB 464. Affordable housing for low-income people, particularly seniors is a high priority for SAN and that is why I strongly support SB 464.
The Western Center on Law and Poverty testified on March 27 before the California Senate Judiciary Committee saying, “In Los Angeles, more than 12,000 rental units have been  ‘Ellised’ in the last 5 years. The loss of this vast number of units, almost all of which were under the city’s rent stabilization ordinance, has been devastating to the tenants evicted and to the city’s rapidly-declining affordable housing stock. Ellis activity has also been increasing in other cities such as San Francisco, Santa Monica, and San Diego, where thousands of additional units have been lost in each city.” This is now a critical statewide crisis in California.
“This problem is not the long-term landlords, but new buyers of older (thus, less expensive) buildings, who does not intend to continue to rent the units. These buyers typically ‘Ellis’ the building and evict all the tenants, demolish the building, and then construct expensive condominiums. In the last 2 years, fully 46% of the ‘Ellised’ buildings in Los Angeles were ‘Ellised’ less than a year after purchase.”
The elderly and disabled tenants have been particularly victimized, with over 60% of the buildings Ellised in San Francisco since 2000 have had a senior or disabled tenant evicted.
Combined statewide, more than 16,000 affordable housing units have been lost in the last five years, and more than 9,000 units alone in the last two years. While the proposed five-year holding period would not solve the entire problem, most people believe that it would at least discourage speculators from buying the property and instantly evicting tenants. A five-year holding requirement would prevent almost 79% of the buyers who opted to evict their tenants and Ellis their properties in Los Angeles since January 2005.
The Trauma of Seniors or disabled persons evicted under the Ellis Act must also be considered. San Francisco saw it first Ellis eviction death with Lola McKay of the Mission Distract in 2000. She was in good health at time of eviction, yet she died before the one-year period was up.
Sincerely,
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___________________________________

(Signature)
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(Address)

_____________________________________, CA
__________

(City)
(Zip Code)

